
RWANDA, KENYA
+ ZAMBIA



Our Service

A note from your Destination Expert, Cara Maitland

All our itineraries are tailor-made around a client’s wants and needs. Cara has traveled extensively 
throughout Africa and here she has put together a sample itinerary highlighting just one 

extraordinary way of exploring Rwanda, Kenya and Zambia.



Rwanda, Kenya + Zambia
15 Nights

$13,580 per person
Based on 4 people traveling

Getting There
 

I have only included the inter-regional flights in the cost at this stage. These are in economy class. 
However, if you would like me to handle your international flights, please do let me know.

 
Ground Arrangements

 
When you land and throughout your time in East Africa we will have someone on hand to help you; we 

feel this service is incredibly valuable as it not only makes your stay all the more enjoyable, but also 
ensures that you have assistance available to you 24/7.

 
Guiding and Experiences 

 
In all of the regions we work in throughout the world, securing the most inspiring guides is our highest 
priority. In Rwanda, Kenya and Zambia we only work with lodges and camps who really invest in their 

guides, as they are the ones who bring this incredible region to life. 
 

Local climate
 

As Rwanda is close to the equator the climate does not change much, making it a year-round 
destination. Traveling in March, you should avoid the start of the long rains in Kenya, although bursts of 
rain make for incredibly dramatic skies. Meanwhile In Zambia, the rainy season runs from December to 
April, but much more rainfall occurs in the north of the country, while Tongabezi lies in the very south. 





Rwanda
 

Rwanda’s captivating natural features offer some hard-to-beat experiences, most notably the magnificent 
mountain gorillas in Parc National des Volcans. Urban centres such as Butare and the capital, Kigali, have 

forged ahead, opening new places to stay, eat, drink, dance and meet the local population, while the 
shoreline of Lake Kivu has sprouted relaxing new facilities for visitors and the remaining NGO staff alike. 

Rwanda has three main conservation areas: Volcanoes National Park, Nyungwe Forest and Akagera 
National Park. Each protects a very different ecosystem and variety of fauna.



Day 1
 

Flight to Kigali
 

Today you will fly to Kigali to begin your adventure. Upon arrival at Kigali airport you will be met by a representative of 
Thousand Hills Africa who will then escort you to the VIP lounge for immigration clearance. Following this you will then be 

driven to your hotel to check-in.
 

Kigali
 

Kigali was officially named the capital of Rwanda in 1965 due to its central position and good road links to the rest of the 
country. It is an excellent base or starting point to explore the rest of Rwanda.

 
Spend one night at Kigali Serena Hotel

(Breakfast included, 2x Prime Room)
 

The Kigali Serena Hotel is ideally located for exploring Kigali, located in a charming boulevard just 10 minutes from the 
airport.  As part of the Serena luxury hotel portfolio, it provides all that you need to make your stay both comfortable and 

enjoyable. 







Day 2
 

Explore Kigali
 

After breakfast you will be collected by your private guide to explore Kigali, including a visit to the 
Memorial Centre and Crafts Centre. Since becoming the capital in 1962, the city has seen major 
economic development resulting in what it is today; a vibrant African city of 1 million, with wide 

boulevards, an international airport, world-class hotels and restaurants, crafts & curio shops as well as 
a lively, cosmopolitan population.

 
Visit the Kandt Museum and the genocide memorial site where you will learn about Rwanda’s history 
pre colonial to the 1994 genocide. You will also see the new developments that show the incredible 

recovery the country has made, a true testament to humankind’s resilience.
 

Spend two nights at Bisate Lodge
(Full board, 2x Forest Villas)

 
The brand new Bisate Lodge is located in the natural amphitheatre of an eroded volcanic cone. The 
lodge lies in one of the best locations for gorilla trekking in Rwanda and has spectacular views of the 

brooding Bisoke, Karisimbi and Mikeno Volcanoes. The 8 stunning domed rooms and impeccable 
service create the most exclusive offerings in the area.

Volcanoes National Park
 

The 13,000 hectare Volcanoes National Park (Parc National des Volcans) was designated with national 
park status in 1925 and protects the Rwandan portion of the Virunga Mountains, a range of six extinct 

and three active volcanoes which form the border with Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Congo.
The park is home to over half of the regions surviving mountain gorillas which presently number 650.



Day 3
 

Gorilla Trekking
 

After breakfast you will take a short drive to Park Headquarters and meet with excellent local guides 
and trackers who will give a talk on the etiquette of gorilla trekking. You will then hike into the forest 

where the gorillas were seen the night before and track from that point. The wild and exhilarating 
trekking can take from 1 to 6 hours and climb to altitudes in excess of 7,500ft. And when you catch 

sight of a gorilla in their natural habitat, it is simply breathtaking.
 

Caves
 

This afternoon we suggest exploring the caves with your private guide. Located in the Musanze district 
and formed over centuries of volcanic activity from the Virunga volcanoes, these caves give visitors 
a rare look into Rwandan earth and history. The 1.25 mile long cave formations are a great place to 
explore. Your guide will explain to you the history of the caves from their formation to their various 

uses in history for example, during times of war they were used as a shelter. 







Day 4
 

Golden Monkey Trekking
 

This morning you will be driven 45 minutes to the Park Headquarters where you will have your briefing 
and then head off into the park to see the golden monkeys. These beautiful animals have a golden 

body, cheeks and tail with contrasting black limbs, crown, and tail-end.
 

Restricted to the highland forest of the Virungas especially near bamboo, they share this habitat with 
their big brother the Mountain Gorilla, inhabiting a small area that overlaps the territory of one of the 

gorilla families. Together, they face the same threats; snares, human encroachment etc. and are listed 
on the IUCN Red List of critically endangered species.

 
Following your morning Golden Monkey tracking you will be driven back to Kigali in time for your 

onward flight to Nairobi, Kenya. Upon arrival in Nairobi you will be met and taken to Giraffe Manor on 
the outskirts of the capital.



Kenya
With its incredible array of landscapes, unique geographical features and abundant wildlife, Kenya is 
probably the most diverse destination in Africa. Low plains rise to central highlands bisected by the 
fascinating Great Rift Valley, which creates a range of habitats that support bountiful wildlife species 

of great economic and scientific importance to the country. Boasting the migratory herds of the Masai 
Mara, tropical rainforest, rugged North Frontier mountain terrain and white beaches fringing the depths 

of the Indian Ocean, Kenya provides a plethora of natural wonders for the curious soul. Increasingly, 
ecotourism has become a very important factor in the industry. Community projects, developed by safari 
operators in conjunction with the local tribes, are designed for the preservation of the country’s natural 

resources, as well as for the direct benefit of the communities themselves.  In this way a symbiotic 
relationship between the Kenyan people and the safari industry, with the eco-system as a priority, has 

been forged.
 

Spend two nights at Giraffe Manor
(Breakfast and dinner included)

 
Giraffe Manor is a remarkable family home in Nairobi and a night here is without doubt a unique 

experience. It is here that Daisy, the Rothschild giraffe found fame and today her grandchildren munch 
the flowers in the manor’s extensive gardens and pop their heads through the window at breakfast time. 

Giraffe Manor was the original home of Jock Leslie Melville and his wife Betty, founders of the African 
Fund for Endangered Wildlife. The house was built in 1932 so has a wonderfully historic feel to it and the 

rooms are named after well known Kenyan characters such as Karen Blixen, author of Out of Africa.





Day 5
 

Your time at Giraffe Manor
(Breakfast and dinner included)

 
Spend your day enjoying the 12 acres of private grounds, feeding the resident giraffe that roam free 

in the gardens, or let us organize a day exploring Nairobi with one of our specialist guides. For ‘Out of 
Africa’ fans, we can arrange a visit to the Karen Blixen museum and for clients wishing to spend time 

with elephants, a visit to Daphne Sheldrick’s elephant orphange is a must, allowing you to get close to 
these magnificent animals. For those who are keen on art we also have a number of galleries that can 

be visited. 







Day 6
 

Today you will be driven to Wilson Airport. From there you will fly to the Chyulus for three nights at Ol 
Donyo Lodge.

 
Chyulu Hills

 
Chyulu Hills are situated between Tsavo National Park and Amboseli National Park on over 300,000 
acres of rolling wooded grassland hills capped by mist forests. Due to a diverse habitat, a wide range 

of wildlife is found here. Antelope, such as oryx and gerenuk, mixed with zebra, topi, impala, eland 
and wildebeest. The frequent sighting of lion and cheetah have added to the excitement of this area. 
Stunning beauty lies in the vast and mainly uninhabited panorama dominated by the snow capped Mt. 

Kilimanjaro.
 

Spend three nights at Ol Donyo Lodge
(Full Board)

 
With its open plains and forested mountains, Ol Donyo Lodge is located in one of Kenya’s most 

glorious spots, and on a clear day, has unparalleled views across to Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania.
 

The celebrated conservationist and wildlife guide Richard Bonham, built this home in the middle of 
Maasai country, halfway between Tsavo and Amboseli. The Lodge is made up of 10 very spacious 

suites each with its own sitting area, verandah, indoor and outdoor showers, and a rooftop “star-bed”, 
the perfect place for a sleep out under the stars. There is also an incredible infinity pool built into the 

hillside looking out over the waterhole. 



Day 7-8
 

 
Your time at Ol Donyo Lodge

 
There is plenty to keep you busy at Ol Donyo Lodge, day and night game viewing from open 

landrovers, horseback rides on the open plains (with mounts suitable for both novice and experienced 
riders) or hikes in the forests as well as mountain biking. For those wanting to completely relax, the 
swimming pool is the perfect place to unwind and has prime views down to the waterhole beneath, 

where a steady stream of game visits daily to drink. 





Day 9
Today you will fly to Nairobi to catch a connecting flight to the Masai Mara. Upon arrival you will be met 

and taken to camp where you will stay for three nights.
 

The Masai Mara
 

The Masai Mara, located at 5,000ft in the north west corner of Kenya, is an expanse of grassland and 
sky, home to an incredibly rich variety of wildlife. The Mara River is the lifeblood of the reserve, and 
helps to attract the fantastic game that the area is so famous for. The abundant wildlife and gentle 

rolling grasslands ensure that animals are never out of site. It is also a haven for keen birders.
 

Spend three nights at Cottars Camp
(All inclusive)

 
The Cottar family is synonymous with tradition and operated the very first photographic safari in 

East Africa in 1919. Calvin Cottar is a fifth generation guide who has masterfully created a 1920 safari 
experience.

 
Located in a private concession in the South East of the Masai Mara, here is exclusivity rarely found in 
Kenya, with emphasis on style and comfort. Ten traditional white canvas tents are vast and the decor 
is reminiscent of the 20’s era with antique safari artefacts. Along with the five double tents there are 

also four family tents with two bedroom areas and living rooms with their own impressive fireplace. The 
latest addition to the camp is a pool and spa for guests to take advantage of after a game drive. 







Day 10-11
 

Your time at Cottars Camp
 

Being just 1km from the Masai Mara Reserve, within a private conservancy gives guests at Cottars the 
best of both worlds. The opportunity to take advantage of the freedom a private conservancy allows 
from day and night game drives to game walks and cultural interactions with the Maasai community. 

Drives in the reserve itself are also a must to perhaps catch sight of some of the now famous predators 
living there. Cottars also boasts three guides who have acquired the Kenya Parks Gold Level Guiding 

Award so you can be sure that your safari experience will be amongst the best this area offers.



Day 12-13
Spend one night at Ole-Sereni Hotel

(Breakfast included, 2x Superior Rooms)
 

Today you will fly back to Nairobi to spend one night at Ole-Sereni Hotel. A short distance from the 
international airport and overlooking Nairobi National Park, this large and comfortable hotel is a great 

stopover before your flight to Zambia. 
 

The next day
 

This morning you will fly from Nairobi to Livingstone Airport. Upon arrival you will be met by a 
representative from Tongabezi and driven to your camp where you will stay for three nights.







Zambia
 

Zambia has an incredible natural heritage to offer. Fed by three great rivers, including the Zambezi, 
and bordered by three massive lakes, the country has a rich and diverse spectrum of wildlife and 

habitats. Although under-developed in comparison to it’s neighbors Zambia is home to many fantastic 
camps. There are four distinct areas of Zambia, each with very distinct environments: Victoria 

Falls, Kafue National Park in the West, the Lower Zambezi River and the Luangwa Valley. Not to be 
overlooked are the beautiful Busanga flood plains in Kafue National Park and the game intensive areas 
in the Luangwa Valley, home of the walking safari. You may also want to experience the excitement of 
whitewater rafting, or merely gazing at the incredible thundering cascades of the magnificent Victoria 

Falls. The combination of great camps within a wilderness environment makes this remote part of 
Africa an irresistible experience.

 
Victoria Falls

 
Victoria Falls or Mosi-oa Tunya (the Smoke that Thunders) is where the Zambezi plunges over the 

widest falls in the world. This is a wonderful interlude from safari and a chance to relax - take a 
gentle boat ride along the mighty Zambezi or walk with your guide around the Falls. For the more 

adventurous there are micro-light flights and helicopter flips over the Falls as well as bungy jumping for 
the adrenaline junkies.

 
Spend three nights at Tongabezi

(All inclusive)
 

Tongabezi is set beneath a secluded, tranquil grove of African ebony trees on the banks of the 
Zambezi River, upstream from Victoria Falls. This is not only a beautiful and relaxing place to stay, 

but an ideal retreat from which to visit the Falls and experience the magic of the river from sunrise to 
sunset.  The luxury rooms and uniquely designed ‘houses’ all have private roofless bathrooms and 

spectacular views across the Zambezi. 



Day 14-15
Your time at Tongabezi

 
This is a wonderful lodge to relax and enjoy the stunning views of the Zambezi or take a gentle sunset 

boat ride along the river. However if you are feeling more active there is so much to enjoy in the 
surrounding area. I can give you a full list of the options if you would like and suggest we pre-book a 

few experiences for you to avoid any disappointment.







Day 16
 

Today you will be driven back to Livingstone Airport for your flight back to Nairobi, where you will 
continue on your journey home.
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